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CH R IST LE AV ES G A LI LEE 
MarK 10:1
Christ’s ministry in Galilee was now over. He would not return to Galilee 
until after His resurrection, and then only to appear to the eleven apostles 
(Mark 16:6–7). (Note: Mark omits entirely the early Judean Ministry. John, 
however, presents it in John 2:13 to 4:3).

Itinerary: “And he left there” (from Capernaum), traveling south along the 
shore of the Sea of Galilee. By-and-by, He crossed the Jordan eastward 
and continued His journey southward until He came to the region of Judea 
by the farther side of Jordan. Then He crossed the Jordan westward and 
came to Jericho. His ultimate destination was Jerusalem.

As we have come to expect, the people flocked about Him — maybe 
already in Galilee, surely in Perea east of the Jordan River. They listened to 
His wonderful words of life. Faultfinders were present also, in the persons 
of hostile Pharisees.

M A R R I AGE A N D DI VORCE A R E DISCUSSED 
MarK 10:2–12
MATTHEW 19:3–9
The Pharisees posed a trick question. A trick question is one that ensnares 
you whether you answer “Yes” or “No.” Example: “Are you glad you 
stopped beating your wife?” If you answer “Yes,” you imply you did beat 
her. If you answer “No,” you’re in a worse fix, for you imply you prefer 
continuing to beat her.

There are earthly mysteries which defy comprehension, 
yet they are accepted. There are also heavenly mysteries 

which can be accepted only by faith. To believe implicitly 
is to be childlike, not childish. 

Mark
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The Pharisees posed a similar trick question 
to Jesus: “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 
wife?” Matt. (l9:3b) adds “for any cause.” If 
Jesus answered “Yes,” He could be accused 
of either tarnishing the ideal of monogamy or 
contributing to the moral permissiveness of the 
age. If He answered “No,” He could be accused 
of contradicting Moses, the revered Lawgiver. 
Moses wrote: “When a man takes a wife and 
marries her, if then she finds no favor in his 
eyes because he has found some indecency in 
her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce 
and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his 
house…” (Deut. 24:1).

The phrase: “she finds no favor in his eyes,” 
was loosely and widely interpreted. The 
Jewish Law allowed divorce on almost any 
ground, much as in our day where one out 
of two marriages ends in divorce. Edersheim 
enumerates grounds for divorce as allowed by 
one of the Schools: “If a woman had spoiled 
her husband’s dinner, ‘burned his mess,’ 
as bringing dishonor upon him; had found 
another woman more attractive than his wife; 
that of going in public with uncovered head; 
of spinning in the public streets; of entering 
into talk with men; to which others add, that 
of brawling or speaking disrespectfully of 
her husband’s parents in his presence; or 
childlessness (during ten years) were regarded 
as valid grounds of divorce” (Volume II. pp. 
333–334).

Jesus countered by going back to the original 
intent of the institution of marriage. A male 
and female leave their parental home to form 
a home of their own. “Therefore a man shall 
leave his father and his mother and hold fast 
to his wife, and they shall become one flesh” 
(Gen. 2:24; Matt.19:5 and Eph. 5:31). A lifelong 
union between a male and a female is the 

intent of marriage as instituted by God from 
the beginning.

The purpose of marriage is threefold: 

1) Reproduction to perpetuate the human 
race. “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
earth” (Gen. 1:28).

2) Companionship. “It is not good that the 
man should be alone; I will make him a 
helper fit for him” (Gen. 2:18). 

3) A curb to licentiousness. “But if they 
cannot exercise self-control, they should 
marry. For it is better to marry than to burn 
with passion” (1 Cor. 7:9).

The grounds for divorce are: 

1) Adultery or fornication. Jesus said, 
“Whoever divorces his wife, except for 
sexual immorality, and marries another, 
commits adultery” (Matt. 19:9).

 2) Malicious desertion, i.e., willful 
separation from board and bed, for this 
nullifies the intent of marriage (1 Cor. 7:15).

In many cases, however, the union can be 
salvaged if both parties, in each other’s 
presence, honestly and stoutly confess to 
Christ their sinful pride, stubbornness, self-
righteousness, meanness and egocentricity. 
The hardest words to say in any language are, 
“I am sorry. It was my fault, too.” We need 
to remember the words of Jesus, “With man 
this is impossible, but with God all things are 
possible” (Matt.19:26).

Certainly, the children must be considered 
in the trauma of a broken home. The parents 
should sincerely seek help from a Christian 
marriage counselor and from their pastor.
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CH I LDR EN A R E EXA MPLES OF 
T RUST FU LN ESS 
MarK 10:13–16 
MATTHEW 19:13–15 
LUKE 18:15–17
How ineffably sweet was Christ’s treatment of 
“infants,” (Luke 18:15) and “young children,” 
(10:13). At the other extreme (horror of horrors!) 
child abuse. In between, parents inflict mental and 
emotional wounds upon the personality of a child 
by discrimination and favoritism. One thing a child 
cannot take is rejection.

Loving mothers brought their children to Jesus, 
“that he might lay his hands on them and pray” 
(Matt.19:13). The disciples, however, deemed 
the little ones a bother at this particular time. 
They rebuked the mothers. Jesus did not like 
their attitude one bit. In fact, He “was indignant” 
(10:14). “The only time this strong word is used 
by our Lord” (Edersheim). He addressed Himself 
peremptorily to His disciples, saying, “Let the 
children come to me; do not hinder them, for to 
such belongs the kingdom of God.” “I tell you as 
seriously as I know how that anyone who refuses to 
come to God as a little child will never be allowed 
into his Kingdom” (10:14–15 TLB). To show His love 
for little children, Jesus took them in His arms and 
blessed them, laying His hands on them.

A child is open, teachable, trusting, and ready 
to accept as true what is said by authoritative 
persons, though he may not fully understand. So 
likewise, adults accept knowledge derived from 
five sources: reason, the five senses, experience, 
intuition, and authority. There are earthly mysteries 
which defy comprehension, yet they are accepted. 
There are also heavenly mysteries which can be 
accepted only by faith. To believe implicitly is to be 
childlike, not childish.

Through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, parents 
bring their children into the arms of Jesus. 
“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved…” 

(16:16a). The imparting of saving faith is a miracle 
of grace, no less wondrous when given to an 
adult than when given to a child. In either case, it 
is the work of the Holy Spirit. Jesus’ directive is 
uncompromising: “Let the children come to me; do 
not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of 
God” (10:14).

PR EV IO US H A PPEN I NGS ON T H E WAY 
FROM G A LI LEE TO JU DE A
Jesus and His disciples, as aforementioned, had 
left Galilee for the last time and were on their 
way to Judea. Luke records events, discourses, 
and parables which Mark does not record. Mark 
is in a hurry. Keeping his Roman readers in mind 
and not wishing to lose their attention span, he 
skips quite a few details. Luke, however, records 
what happened before the discussion of marriage/
divorce and of Christ’s display of tenderheartedness 
toward little children.

Luke, for instance, tells of the healing of the ten 
lepers (Luke 17:12–19); the discourses on the 
Kingdom of God (Luke 17:20–37); the parable of 
the importunate widow before the stern judge 
(Luke 18:1–8); and the parable of the Pharisee and 
the publican (Luke 18:9–14). Then Luke omits the 
discussion on marriage/divorce and proceeds to tell 
of Jesus blessing the little children (Luke 18:15–
17), and of the encounter with the young religious 
ruler (Luke 18:18–23).

T H E R ICH YO U NG RU LER 
MarK 10:17–23
A deeply religious young man, the chief elder of a 
synagogue (Luke 18:18), fell on his knees before 
Jesus saying, “Master, I know that you are good; 
tell me, please, what must I do to be sure of 
eternal life?” (Phillips). How was the word “good” 
to be interpreted? Was it used in a relative or in 
an absolute sense? In the latter instance, it could 
be applied only to God, for God alone is perfect in 
every thought and motion. So Jesus asked him, 
“Why do you call me good? No one is good except 
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God alone.” According to the Concordia Self-
Study Bible, “Jesus was not denying His own 
goodness, but forcing the man to recognize 
that his only hope was in total reliance on 
God, who alone can give eternal life. He may 
also have been encouraging the young man to 
consider the full identity and nature of the One 
he was addressing.” 

What opinion did this aristocrat have 
concerning his own worthiness in the sight 
of God? Did he regard himself as being so 
good that his conduct bordered on perfection? 
Jesus tested him. “Young man, you know the 
‘You Shall Not’s’ of the Decalogue: You shall 
not kill…commit adultery…steal…bear false 
witness…defraud. You also know: Honor your 
father and your mother. To what extent have you 
kept these commandments?”

Unabashed, the young plutocrat answered, “I’ve 
kept them all, as far back as I can remember.” 
What do you know? He couldn’t recall a single 
deviation from the straight and narrow. Self-
righteous people are like that. They have an 
uncanny ability to rationalize, justify, or explain 
away every misdeed, fault, delinquency, and 
transgression. Apparently, they could not live 
with themselves if they thought themselves less 
than perfect, at least outwardly.

Jesus looked at the well-intentioned young 
ruler, and His heart warmed to him. Alas, the 
well-trained religionist had overlooked the chief 
commandment, the one that stands at the top 
of the list and is the prime reason for observing 
the other nine! That command is: “You shall 
have no other gods before me” (Ex. 20:3; Deut. 
5:7). Expressed in a different way but meaning 
the same, “You shall give priority not to secular 
things but to things spiritual.”

Was the young man’s prime attention riveted 
on self-promotion or in demonstrating love to 
God through acts of charity to the poor, the sick, 
and the disadvantaged? How would he react 
if put to the test? Jesus challenged him to put 
his wallet where his mouth was: “You lack one 
thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and 
come, follow me.” You must engage in sacrificial 
giving, even as I shall presently do so, giving 
my life a ransom for many. That is the test the 
young man faced.  We face it too!

Sadly, the opulent young man failed the test: 
“Disheartened by the saying, he went away 
sorrowful, for he had great possessions.” This is 
the end of the story of the Rich Young Ruler. 

In the next lesson, we shall complete our study 
of the tenth chapter of Mark.

A deeply religious young man, the chief elder of a synagogue (Luke 18:18), 
fell on his knees before Jesus saying, “Master, I know that you are good; tell 

me, please, what must I do to be sure of eternal life?” (Phillips).
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PE R SONA L A PPLIC AT ION 
MarK 10:23–52

May the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, rest 
upon us and upon our work and worship in His Name. May He give us light to guide 

us, courage to support us, and love to unite us, now and forevermore. Amen. 

Mark 10:23–31
1. The rich young ruler could not bring himself to the point of renouncing self-centeredness in favor of Christ-

centeredness. What comment did this fact elicit from Jesus?

2. What additional comment did Jesus make?

3. Jesus does not summarily condemn the rich. Some of the rich are dedicated Christians and generous 
givers. What percentage of God’s gifts to you is suggested that you return to the Lord in Malachi 3:10?

 State the promise that is added.

4. Summarize your understanding of verses 10:25–31. Consult various Bible translations.

Mark 10:32–45
5. Jesus walked ahead of His disciples to be alone with His thoughts. What had he been thinking about?

6. James and John interpreted the words “and after three days he will rise” as meaning that Christ was 
capable of establishing an earthly kingdom. Tell of their ambitious hopes.

7. Who concurred with James and John in their ambitious plan? (Matt. 20:20)

8. How did Jesus respond to their request?

9. Why do you think the other ten disciples were displeased with James and John?

LWBS80
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10. Jesus made it plain that in His kingdom a new principle prevailed. In a worldly kingdom, the earmarks of 
greatness are rank, authority, and power. But in the kingdom of the Spirit, which virtue is identified with 
greatness?

11. How did Jesus Himself fulfill this principle to the utmost degree?

Mark 10:46–52
12. They came to Jericho. What associations come to mind when we hear the word Jericho?
 Luke 19:1–10

 Luke 10:30–37

 Joshua 6:20

13. As Jesus went out of Jericho, who appealed to him for help and why?

14. What designation did Bartimaeus use in addressing Jesus, even when the crowd told him to keep quiet?

15. Why was the crowd willing to let blind Bartimaeus go to Jesus?

16. How did he answer Jesus when he asked, “What do you want me to do for you? 

17. What commendatory words of Jesus accompanied the healing of the man who was blind? 

18. Give the favorite action-word that Mark repeats in recounting the miracle.

19. How has this section of Mark’s Gospel (10:23–52) helped you in faith and practice?
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